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Critical Assessments of the Undergraduate Curriculum 


Glenn S. Levine Problematizing the Teaching and Learning 
of Grammar in the Intermediate German 
Classroom: A Sociocultural Approach 


A framework is presented for grammar instruction based on sociocultural theory and critical peda- 
gogy. It is argued that restricting students’ learning to the standard German of the monolingual, educated 
native speaker is both insufficient and inappropriate. It is proposed that grammar teaching and learning 
should support learners as developing bilinguals. The conventional definition of pedagogical grammar is 
expanded to include multiple varieties of grammar in dynamic contexts of use, based on Valdman’s vari- 
able pedagogical norm and Larsen-Freeman’s model of “grammaring.” Learner success is reframed as the 
development of intercultural communicative competence (Byram) and language socialization (Ochs), 
which themselves necessitate a rethinking of the classroom learning situation in terms of legitimate periph- 
eral participation (Lave and Wenger). Thereafter the importance of “politicizing” grammar instruction is 
highlighted (Freire). Four proposals for implementation in the classroom are offered, supported by sample 
activities. 


Will Hasty Theory Meets Praxis: 
From Derrida to the Beginning 
German Classroom via the Internet 


Based on practical experience in a new online beginning German course sequence, the author of this 
essay argues that contemporary cultural developments associated with the emergence of new technolo- 
gies, particularly computer-assisted language learning, provide new opportunities to theorize German 
Studies curricula from the beginning level onward. Students’ employment of computer-based technolo- 
gies for the purpose of learning German at the beginning level, in courses with online and distance- 
learning platforms, can and should be an opportunity to engage in reflections about cultural develop- 
ments of which these technologies are a driving force. A theoretical framework for such reflections is 
provided by ideas articulated by poststructuralist theorists such as Jacques Derrida, which have 
anticipated significant aspects of current cultural developments and provide conceptual tools with which 
to comprehend or “theorize” them. 
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Maryann Overstreet, Increasing Pragmatic Awareness: 24 
Jennie Tran, and Sylvia Zietze Die Vagheit der Sprache und so 


This article presents a description of some pragmatic expressions (oder so, und so, oder wie) rarely 
found in textbooks, but common in everyday conversation. Though often treated as vague or superfluous, 
these expressions perform important functions in interpersonal communication. Focusing on these 
easily identifiable phrases can help students see how speakers make their offers or requests sound less 
demanding, facilitate understanding by appealing to shared experiences, and increase fluency in spoken 
interaction. After illustrating the use of these expressions in recorded German conversations, we address 
the importance of raising pragmatic awareness and offer practical suggestions for doing so in class. 


Rachel Ritterbusch, Larry Learner Difficulties with German Case: 30 
LaFond, Marcus Agustin Implications from an Action Research Study 


This article examines the problems that many beginning L2 learners encounter when dealing with the 
German case system. It isolates three elements that make case usage challenging: understanding the con- 
cept of case itself, identifying grammatical gender, and selecting the correct case marker from a set of over- 
lapping forms. Data from an action research study reveal interesting correlations between learners’ profi- 
ciency with case marking and their understanding of English grammatical metalanguage, their goals re- 
garding accuracy, their reported strategies for determining case, and their self-assessment of their German 
skills. These results lead to implications for improving learners’ accuracy in case assignment and, at the 
same time, raise the question of how much accuracy is appropriate at the beginning level. 


Johanna Watzinger-Tharp German Weil-Clauses: Current Research 46 
and Its Implications for the L2 Classroom 


This article examines variant word order in subordinate clauses, in particular clauses introduced with 
weil in spoken discourse. Current studies point to discourse-pragmatic conditions that guide the place- 
ment of the verb in second or final clause position. An analysis of empirical speech data shows that 
German speakers use both V2 and VF in causal-factual weil-clauses, but prefer V2 when the weil-clause 
refers to the main clause speech act rather than its content. The article then proposes a discourse-based 
approach to teaching weil-clauses, and concludes with suggestions for L2 classroom activities. 


Classroom Materials and Models 


Eva-Maria Russo Post-War Humor in the Upper-Division 55 
German Literature Classroom 


This article presents several units from a course on German Humor offered at Washington University 
in St. Louis in the Spring of 2003 and 2006. The course was constructed according to the principles of the 
task-based classroom outlined by James Lee and employed at Georgetown University. The emphasis in 
each of the four units, which address East vs. West German Humor, Gender and Humor, the Americaniza- 
tion of German Humor and Ethnic Comedy respectively, is on student investigation and interpretation 
rather than instructor lectures. The cultural sophistication required for the comprehension of humor is ad- 
dressed via student presentation, comparison, and continued grammatical practice. 
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Michael Putnam Teaching Controversal Topics in 
Contemporary German Culture 
through Hip-Hop 


This article discusses the rich cultural resources embedded with German hip-hop music and its po- 
tential impact on the foreign language classroom. In particular, this article suggests methods and materials 
for integrating German hip-hop music in the discussion of recent controversial cultural events and 
attitudes in German after the Wende. 


Zsuzsanna |. Abrams, DavidR. Culture Portfolios Revisited: 
Byrd, Bradley Boovy, and Anja Feedback from Students and 
Möhring Instructors 


Teaching culture in the foreign language (L2) classroom can be a real dilemma for instructors: What 
culture do we teach? What does it mean to learn about a culture? How can students learn culture? In order 
to answer these questions, we evaluated the strengths and weaknesses of two types of culture portfolios: a 
traditional one that used on-line and printed texts as primary resources, and one thematically organized 
around an authentic film. Using these portfolios, we sought to answer the specific question of how students 
and instructors of beginning-level German classes view the culture portfolio projects. Based on the results 
of a survey of 61 first-year German students and interviews with their instructors, we offer several sugges- 
tions for implementing culture portfolios into the L2 curriculum effectively. 


Jennifer Marston William Image of Europe from Abroad: 
The Pleasures and Pitfalls of Teaching 
German Cinema in America 


This article describes strategies specific to teaching German film courses at American universities, 
particularly how to capture the interest of students who have not studied film previously and have little 
understanding of German culture, history, or the language. | suggest starting with discussions on the 
interrelatedness of “foreign film” and the Hollywood films already familiar to American students. Close 
consideration of Hollywood and/or IMR (Institutional Mode of Representation) conventions, along with 
an understanding of the mutual influence between German and American cinemas, helps students break 
down preconceived cultural notions and enables them to relate better to the German films. 


Status of the Profession 


David P. Benseler Survey of U.S. Doctoral Degrees Related to 100 
the Teaching of German—2003 and 2005 


The current listing presents titles of doctoral dissertations related to the teaching of German and 
completed in U.S. universities during the calendar years 2003 and 2005. The term “related to the teaching 
of German” refers to dissertations completed in Germanics, comparative literature, linguistics, and foreign 
or second language education with reasonable applicability to German or to the teaching of German 
language, literature, linguistics, and/or culture. 
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Technology Corner 109 


Stephen Van Orden Using a Tablet PC in the German Classroom 109 
to Enliven Teacher Input 
Providing students with lively, authentic comprehensible input is one of the most important tasks of in- 
troductory German teachers. Using a Tablet PC can enable teachers to improve the quality of the compre- 
hensible input they provide their students. This article describes how integrating a Tablet PC into daily 
teaching processes allows classroom teachers to provide improved comprehensible input. 


Book Reviews Phillip J. Campana 


Books and Materials Received Phillip J. Campana 
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